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1. COMMENT ON MOLOTOV’S SELF-CRITICISM 
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Soviet foreign minister Molotov's 
admission in an open letter to the 
editor of the Communist Party's top 
theoretical journal, Kommunist , that a statement in 
his speech to the USSR Supreme Soviet on 8 February 
1955 was 'theoretically mistaken and politically harm- 
ful” reflects continuing attacks against him. 


In this speech on "the International 
situation and the foreign policy of the Soviet government,” 
made shortly after Malenkov’s demotion, Molotov charac- 
terized the Soviet Union as a country "where the founda- 
tions of a socialist society have already been built,” This 
was clearly at variance with official dogma on the subject 
which since 1936 has stated that socialism has been achieved 
and that the Soviet state is now on the path to the higher 
stage — communism,. 

Molotov's "error," however, does not 
appear to have been an attempt to contradict official doc- 
trine but apparently was a slip in terminology since just 
five paragraphs earlier in the same speech he had stated, 
"socialism had already triumphed in our country in the 
period before the second world war." 


Molotov has been under fire for some 
time and as late as two months ago his retirement as for- 
eign minister appeared imminent. Since then, however, 
he has headed the Soviet delegation to the United Nations 
and is still slated to represent the USSR at the foreign 
ministers conference in Geneva this month. Pressure may 
have been brought to bear on Molotov to admit his mistake 
of February publicly in an attempt to add ideological devia- 
tion to the catalog of his sins which include opposition to the 
Yugoslav rappro chement and being inflexibl e and out of tune 
with the times. 
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